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According to a report in The Times of
India dt.10-12-2014:

The government has decided to decriminalize
"attempt to suicide" by deleting section 309 of the
Indian Penal Code from the statute book. Under the
said section, a suicide bid is punishable with im-
prisonment up to one year, or with fine, or both. Stat-
ing this in reply to a question in Rajya Sabha on
wednesday, minister of state for Home Haribhai
Parathibhai Chaudhary said the government had

decided to drop Section 309 from the IPC after 18
states and 4 union territories backed the recom-
mendation by of the Law Commission of India in
this regard. Government sources told TOI that a
cabinet note on the Indian Penal Code (Amendment)
Bill has already been circulated by the Union home
ministry among other minstries such as Law and
health.

The Indian Express in its news article dt.22-
12-2014 stated that persons driven to commit sui-
cide are, more often than not, facing mental health
disorders and are in need of care and treatment was
suggested in the new Mental Health Care Bill, 2013.
This MHC bill 2013 provides that any person attempt-
ing to commit suicide should be assumed to be suf-
fering from a mental iliness, and that it would be the
duty of the government to provide him or her with
adequate care.

The disability rights movement has been argu-
ing for an understanding that is not rooted in a medi-
cal or a "disease"-based model but in a social model
that conceptualises disability as the advantages and
exculsions faced by people because of social barri-
ers and attitudes. Mental health, if seen through a
medical model, is completely surrounded by mis-
understandings and negative stereotypes that re-
sult in stigma and discrimination against as well as
isolation of people with mental iliness and their fami-
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lies and carers. This social model of disability urges
us to look beyond the issues of medical treatment

and disease, to the identification of the social barri-
ers that deny people with psycho-social disabilities
(like) the rights to employment, education, recre-
ation and even citizenship. This social model is the
core of the UN Convention on Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, which has been signed and ratified
by India.
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Taking Your own life. Interesting
expression, taking it from who? Once it's
over, it's not you who'll miss it. Your own

death is something that happens to

everyone else. Your life is not your own,
keep your hands off it.

-Sherlock (BBC, The Lying Detective) ]
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